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BEST AVAILABLE COPY 

II. AMENDMEP4T1S TO THE CLAIMS 

The follo|wiijig listing of cl aims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1. (Currently Arrlenfaed) A system for calculating discounts on items, the system comprising: 



a processor; 



a memory ihi 



ail 



eluding a program executable by the processor, the program including: 
estimator configured to allow user selection of at least one item for creating a 
total price for a purchase order, each item being a member of an item unit 
iterrls df a particular kind, the item unit having associated therewith a volume; 

setting module configured to allow setting membership of at least one item 
reljated item units in at least one first group unit in the purchase order, each first 
aving associated therewith a cumulative volume of the at least one item unit 



unith 



cost quotje 
with 

a 

unit with 
group 
therein; 

a 

for each 
unit having 
met; and 
a 

next discbuAt 



2. (Original) Thv, 
first group unit, 
item unit amongbt 



3. (Original) The 
award of an 
first group unit 
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irsl 



he 



and 



disbount rule module configured to allow setting at least one discount threshold 
group unit in the purchase _o_rd_e_r; , each discount threshold of a first group 
in associated discounted price given to a user when the discount threshold is 



calbulator configured to recommend selection of additional volume to attain a 
threshold. 



syjstem of claim 1, wherein, when an item unit is a member of more than one 
calculator is further configured to determine an allocation of volume of an 
first group units to achieve a minimized total price. 



the 1 



sjstem of claim 1, wherein the calculator is further configured to determine 
additional discounted price based on achieving a discount threshold in more than one 



Page 2 of 13 



PAGE 3(14 * RCVD AT ID/28/2004 4:04:43 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/4 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:518 449 0047 * DURATION (mnMS):0M2 



QCT,28 f 2004 



15:06 



518 449 0047 



HOFFMAN WARNICK D ALESSANRO LLC #1455 P. 004 



4. (Original) The 
of additional vol|un 
threshold. 



5, (Original) The 
and is chosen frc m 



6. (Original) The 
discount thresho d. 



7. (Original) Th<i 
allow setting at 
item unit having 



system 



east 



8. (Original) Th$ system 
selection 



9. (Original) Thf system 
of additional vo|urric 
threshold for thd itefri 



10. (Original) Tjie 
allow 

the discoun t ruk 
discount table fc r 



syktero of claim 1, wherein the calculator is configured to recommend selection 
3 when a volume selected is withi n a discount variance of the next discount 



system of claim 1 , wherein a type of volume is determined by the type of item 
he group comprising: a monetary amount, weight and quantity. 



syLtcm of claim 1, wherein each first group unit includes more than one 



an 



11. (Original) T ie 
selectively assign a 
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of claim 1, wherein the discount rule module is further configured to 
one discount threshold for each item unit, each discount threshold for an 
associated discounted price. 



of claim 7, wherein the calculator is further configured to recommend 
of additional volume to attain a next discount threshold for an item unit. 



of claim 7, wherein the calculator is configured to recommend selection 
when a volume selected is within a discount variance of the n ext discount 
unit 



s ystem of claim 1, wherein the unit setting module is further configured to 
setting membership of at least one first group unit into at least one master group unit, and 
module is further configured to allow setting one of a discount formula and a 
each master group unit. 



System of claim 10, wherein the discount rule module is further configured to 
rank to each discount threshold of each first group unit. 
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12. (Original) Tt 
discounted price 
least one first 



group 



13. (Original) 
table provide a 



The 



system of claim 12 t wherein the one of the discount formula and discount 
discounted price based on a highest achieved rank for each first group unit. 



Tie 



14. (Original) 
discount formule 
rank higher than 



15. (Original) 
creation of a 
price. 



Ttic s ystem of claim 1 , further comprising a coop module configured to allow 
coop of a plurality of users to pool purchases and cumulatively attain, a discounted 



16. (Original) 
set at least one 



Tie 



17. (Original) THe 
selection of at leist 
with preference for 



18. (Original) The 
administrator to fcet 
threshold avai 



lalle 



The 



19. (Original) 
allow setting 
the discount rule 
discount table fo: 
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s ystem of claim 11, wherein the calculator is further configured to determine a 
using one of the discount formula and discount table and an achieved rank of at 
unit. 



system of claim 13, wherein a discounted price provided by the one of the 
d discount table is provided by assigning a discounted price associated with a 
an^ achieved rank to each first group unit. 



an 



system of claim 15, wherein the discount rule module is further configured to 
ctoop discount threshold for each first group unit and each item unit. 



'each 



s /stem of claim 1 5 t wherein the calculator is configured to recommend 
:>ne additional item or additional volume to attain a next discount threshold 
ninimizing the total price of an individual user rather than the coop. 



system of claim 1 5> wherein the coop module is configured to allow an 
at least one of: purchase closing time, pricing structure, maximum discount 
jind coop membership rules. 



system of claim 15, wherein the unit setting module is further configured to 
mejnb srship of at teast one first group unit into at least one master group unit t and 
module is further configured to allow setting one of a discount formula and a 
master group unit. 
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20. (Original) Tile 
selectively assigh 



>The 



21. (Original) 
discounted price! using 
least one first gr >ujJ unit 



22. (Original) 
table provide a 



Jystem of claim 19, wherein the discount rule module is further configured to 
i rank to each discount threshold of each first group unit 



slystem of claim 20, wherein the calculator is further configured to determine a 
one of the discount formula and discount table and an achieved rank of at 



The 



ystem of claim 21, wherein the one of the discount fonnul a and discount 
discounted price based on a highest achieved rank for each first group unit. 



23. (Original) T te 
discount formula 
rank higher than 



24. (Original) T^e 
permit a user to 



£ ystem of claim 22, wherein a discounted price provided by the one of the 
arid discount table is provided by assigning a discounted price associated with a 
any achieved rank to each first group unit. 



make 



unl 



25. (Original) Tjie 
allow 

group unit havinjg 
the disco 

threshold for ea<[h 

associated 

the calc^lat^r 

a next discount 



26. (Original) T le 
second group unit, 
item amongst thb 
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g ystem of claim 1 , further comprising a purchasing module configured to 
a purchase of the selected at least one item. 



System of claim l f wherein the unit setting module is further configured to 
setting mdml ership of at least one item unit in at least one second group unit, each second 
associated therewith a cumulative volume of the at least one ilem unit therein; 

rule module is further configured to allow setting at least one discount 
decond group unit, each discount threshold of a second group unit having an 
discounted price given to a user when the discount threshold is met; and 

is further configured to recommend selection of additional volume to attain 
Threshold in each second group unit. 



iiystem of claim 25, wherein, when an item unit is a member of more than one 
he calculator is further configured to determine an allocation of volume of an 
group units to achieve a minimized total price. 



second 
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28. (Original) 
organizing at 
more group unitfe 



27. (Currently Ameided) A method for calculating discounts for quotes or purchases of items, 
the method com] wis ing the steps of: 

allowing set sction of an item by a user to attain a quote for a purchase order ; 

organizir g an item available for purchase into an item unit with other items of a particular 
kind and at least on s first group unit in the purchase order, the first group including that in olu doo 
one or more iten i ui dts where the item units are related, each item, unit and each group unit 
having associate! therewith a volume; 

setting at les st one discount threshold for each item unit and each first group unit in the 
purchase order. < >ac i discount threshold having an associated discounted price; 

calculating when a volume of an item unit is within a discount variance of a next discount 
threshold for the item unit; 

recommend ng selection of additional volume to attain the next discount threshold for the 
item unit; 

calculating when a volume of a first group unit is within a discount variance of a next 
discount threshold : or the first group unit; and 

recommt ndmg selection of additional volume to attain the next discount threshold for the 
first group unit. 



The 



lea st 



inethod of claim 27, wherein the step of organizing further includes 

one first group unit into at least one master group unit that includes one or 



29. (Original) The 
threshold in eacl 1 
the master group 
than any achiev«d 



The 



30. (Original) 
for each item 
a monetary amotint 
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ijnethod of claim 28, further comprising assigning at least one discount 

group unit a rank, and, when the achieved ranks of the first group units of 
it meet a standard, providing a discounted price associated with a rank higher 
rfenk to each first group unit. 



filst 



unit 



method of claim 27, wherein the step of setting at least one discount threshold 
un(t and each first group unit includes setting a discount threshold based on one of: 
weight and quantity. 
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31. (Original) Hie 
item uititbetweeh 



32. (Original) 
a coop to 



THe method of claim 27, further comprising the step of pooling user purchases into 
cumulitivbly attain a discount threshold. 



33. (Original) The 
a selection wjth 



>re 



34, (Original) T^c rhetbod of claim 27, further comprising allowing a user to make a purchase of 
the selected iteni 



35. (Currently 
recommendation 
a 

a memory, 
al- 
to attain 
b 

at least 
at least 
organize^! 
c 



to 



l process or: 



an 



an 



oie 



order ; ani 



threshold 
d 
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r lethod of claim 27, further comprising the step of allocating a volume of an 
more than one first group unit to maximize the discounted price. 



iliethod of claim 32, wherein steps of recommending includes recommending 
Terence for an individual user rather than the coop. 



oie 



Ameided) A system for estimating purchase cost of items and making a 
attain a discounted price, the system comprising: 
and 

including a program executable by the processor, the program including: 
estimator configured to allow a user to select at - loast one it e m multiple items 
i tcjtal price quote for a purchase order : 

administration module configured to allow organization of a» each item into 
; group unit with related items in the purchase order , each group unit including 
liscount threshold that may be attained by selection of a volume of an item 



therein; 

a discounter including a calculator configured to: 

i) determine a next discount threshold for each group unit in the purchase 



ji) recommend selection of additional volume to attain a next discount 
at least one unit; and 

purchasing module configured to permit a user to make a purchase. 
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